[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunday 5th April 2020  “Taken away by guards ” Luke 22:
(Material adapted from Faith in Kids The Wonder of Easter Lesson 2)

Last week we met different groups of people   - who showed by what they did how much they loved Jesus.  A woman comes and pours very expensive perfume over Jesus head – she does something kind and costly to show how much she loves him.  In contrast the religious leaders and Judas show that they hate Jesus as they plot together to get him arrested and killed.  This week we will find out that their opportunity to do this has finally arrived
In the dark a crowd of Jesus’ enemies arrive to do the devil’s work -  armed with sticks and swords, led by Judas to arrest Jesus.  Jesus friends the disciples are ready to defend Jesus with swords.  Neither Jesus’ enemies or his friends seem to have any idea that Jesus is in total charge with the full power of God at his disposal – as if sticks and swords can stop Jesus!  Jesus’ words, his healing and his calm manner show that he is in total charge and he will never be frightened or surprised.


Things you will need:

1. Sword craft activity – print out template, stiff card, foil, 
2. Handcuffs craft activity   - card (coloured or white) or toilet roll tubes (1 per child), string, 
3.  Printed activity sheets for Explorers
4. Props for game plastic tray/plate, paper plate, rolled up newspaper.

Glue sticks, scissors, crayons/felt pens, , sequins/shiny paper/stickers for craft to decorate swords and hand cuffs

Craft Activity – Make and Remember

Swords
Print out the two sheets with the sword template.   Cut out the sword shapes.  Stick one to some stiff card and then cut out.  Stick other sword shape to the back.  Colour and decorate.   On one side write “They arrested Jesus and took him away” Luke 22:54  On the other side write “Jesus was still in charge”

Handcuffs
Make paper handcuffs using toilet roll inner tubes/cardboard tubes and string.  Cut the tube open lengthways and then cut it in half to make two cuffs.   Or staple a strip of card together to make a ring that can slip on and off the child’s hand.  Punch a hole in each cuff and tie string between them.
On one cuff write “They arrested Jesus and took him away”  and on the other write “Jesus was still in charge”  Children can then decorate the cuffs with stickers and felt pens, collage etc


Questions for Climbers  - use these as you do the craft together
Who did the soldiers come to get at night time?  Jesus
Was Jesus still in charge?  Yes!  How do you know?  He didn’t run away.  He wasn’t afraid.
Talk about how Jesus is still in charge now.  Jesus is more powerful than the things that scare us now.  You will know what it is that your child is scared about  - help them to understand that Jesus is more powerful than those things.  Talk about how next time they are scared they can think about having powerful Jesus with us in charge and not scared of anything.


Questions for Adventurers – use these as you do the craft together
Who came for Jesus at night time?
What do you think was frightening about what happened that night?   Dark, big crowd with swords and sticks who had come to arrest Jesus and take him away
Why didn’t Jesus fight or run away?  Why wasn’t Jesus afraid?  Because Jesus was in charge.
Can you remember the last time you were afraid?
When you next feel afraid do you think Jesus is afraid?  What is Jesus afraid of?  Nothing!
What can you remember about Jesus the next time you feel afraid?


Explorers (7-11’s)

Print out the activity sheet.  Children find the Bible passage.
Did you spot it?  Children can retell the story – everyone takes it in turns to say one sentence.
What was frightening about what happened that night?  Look at the “fear-o-meter”
Which do you think would have been the most frightening?
How did Jesus react when they came to arrest him?  Why?  Talk about the fact that Jesus was in charge and so didn’t fight back or run away; he knew that this was all part of God’s plan to defeat evil.
Can you think of an example of evil that you have seen or heard about?
Can you think of a time when you felt frightened because of what someone else was doing?  Use the scale on the activity sheet to talk about how scared they were of different things
Jesus is always in charge and always with those who trust him. 
Next time you feel frightened what do you want to remember?
How does Jesus make a difference to the frightening situations you are in or that you see in the world?




Game Idea



SWORD FIGHT
You will need paper plates/plastic plates/large piece of cardboard – they must be larger than a child’s hand.  Compete in pairs.  Each person balances a paper plate/cardboard on their hand.  They may not hold it there.  Each person must try to knock the persons paper plate off their hand using a rolled up newspaper.  They can only hit the paper plate not their opponents arm!  The winner is the one with their plate still on their hand.


Ask children “Why do you think we played that game?”   See what suggestions they come up with.
Today’s story didn’t end up in a sword fight.  Jesus wouldn’t let his disciples fight physically. Instead he let his enemies arrest him because he was in charge.

Pray
Write a prayer together that you could pray the next time you are afraid.  Perhaps you could put it up somewhere in your home to remind you that you can always pray and ask Jesus to help you.

Dear Jesus 
Thank you that you went with the soldiers because you weren’t afraid.  Please help me to remember  …add in a situation that they talked about earlier…what would they like to remember about Jesus from today’s Bible story

AMEN

Climbers could repeat the prayers that Laura did in their video
Hands Up “Wow” prayers.  Start with hands in the air.
Hands in prayers.  Put hands together.

They will also love saying the Lord’s Prayer together  - with actions!!
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